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“Dogs are not our whole life, but they 

make our lives whole”…Roger Caras 
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PREFACE 

Some folks confuse heroism and celebrity.  Sports figures, actors and other people who are simply famous for being 

famous are frequently described by someone as their hero.  I suppose if by that you mean you hold them in high 

esteem or respect, that’s fine, but those aren’t my heroes. 

 

I reserve that accolade for America’s warriors and our first responders…men and women who lay their lives on the 

line in defense of this nation.  Part of my motivation in starting K9 Care Montana was the death of Kyle Bohrnsen, a 

young man out of the Rock Creek area who lost his life in the battle for Baghdad.  As I thought about Kyle, I knew 

that I had to do something. 

 

In 2013, K9CMT began to honor some of Montana’s fallen.  That first year it was Kyle.  In 2014, we honored Nicholas 

Bloem a young Marine from Belgrade who was killed in action in Haditha, Iraq. This past year we paid tribute to 

Travis Adkins a soldier from Bozeman killed in action in Yusufiyah, Iraq. 

 

We’ll continue this tradition.  It will be one of our hallmarks. It is the least we can do. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lest we forget 

“God of our fathers, known of old, 

  Lord of our far-flung battle line, 

Beneath whose awful hand we hold 

  Dominion over palm and pine— 

Lord God of Hosts, be with us yet, 

Lest we forget—lest we forget!” 

R. Kipling  

 



 

3 

I started publishing an annual report a few years back with the idea that the volunteers who make up Team K9 

Care Montana (K9CMT) and our major supporters ought to hear from me about how the year went and what 

lies ahead.  I’ll sketch all that out, but this year it will be in the context of the “magic” of our work. 

 

It was 2009 and I saw a need among our returning veterans and children with autism.  I 

knew from firsthand experience the power of a trained, trusted and loving dog.  Such a dog, 

a service dog, helps me get to my feet and keep moving every day of my life now.  Through 

our work together, K9CMT service dogs help make the lives of our recipients whole.  Not 

just the individuals, but their families, friends and their communities as they rejoin society.  

So, what’s the magic formula? 

 

Well, we start with a puppy I’m blessed to have an extraordinary line of 

Labrador Retrievers and it’s from that line our initial service dogs were 

developed.  There is a limit to what we can responsibly expect from our 

breeding female so in order to expand our outreach we started in the last 

couple of years to bring in other pups.  There are lots of things I don’t know, 

but I know dogs and I can tell early on if a particular puppy is suited to be a 

future K9CMT quality service dog. We have pups donated, we’ve purchased some and we’re starting to work 

with select rescue dogs. 

 

It takes about three years for a dog to mature fully so scampering around in a 

whelping box is just the first step on a fairly long journey, but at the end of that 

trail, if we do it just right, a loving, lifelong companion will stand ready to 

strengthen a family.  

 

So, here’s where we are as of this writing: 

 There are ten fully trained service dogs (FTSD).  They are all about three years old. Seven are teamed with 

veterans and three with children with autism.  

 There are 19 service dogs in training (SDIT).  Let me explain our model. We hold the newly whelped pup for 

about eight weeks and at that point will place it with a foster home; hopefully, the home of the newly 

designated recipient. We’ll keep them here longer if need be. In the early weeks the pup is socializing. At 

the four to five month point, the veteran and pup come out for initial training as a team.  At the one year 

point, I’ll bring the SDIT back to Phillipsburg for an intensive 90 day training period.  Because of the number 

of dogs involved, I’ll rotate them in groups of six or so at a time. 

 The journey continues as the training and certification of the dogs proceeds.  The designations FTSD and 

SDIT have important legal and regulatory meaning.  Once these dogs don their service dog vests, the 

recipients garner the right to be accompanied by the dog pretty much anywhere.  

By the way, our girl is carrying a litter now so we’re expecting to add four or five more pups to the mix soon. 

This will be her last litter.  “Good Girl, Storm.” 
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Our formula is not very complicated.  We start with a puppy and then we add people.  

Volunteers.  A friend once described K9CMT as a “one man operation”.  It wasn’t true when he said it and it 
certainly isn’t true now. We simply could not do what we do without the countless hours of volunteer time, 
energy and intellect that these good people provide. They have my undying appreciation.  

 
Supporting businesses.  One of the challenges every small 501c3 organization faces is containing costs. We 
have partnered with a number of Montana businesses who help us with everything from dog food to transport 
and all the stuff in between. They’re all featured on our website.  I am truly grateful for their many 
contributions. 

 
Donors.  2015 was far and away our most successful fund raising year.  Our Profit and Loss statement is 
attached and you’ll note it reflects over $150,000 in revenue. This revenue was generated from several 
sources: 

 
 Events such as our golf benefit tournament and the auction we held in Valier are examples of our 

fund raising activities. 
 Corporate and philanthropic grants have increased and significant donations were provided from 

family trusts. 
 Individual donations also rose. 
 

What is happening is that more folks are learning of our work and seeing true value in our effort. Fund raising is 

hard; particularly when the economy is uncertain for many. This past year we were again awarded the designation 

of “2015 Montana Great Non Profit” and the Montana AARP produced and ran a segment about our program on 

KRTV in Helena. 

K9CMT is not affiliated with any national organization and our advertising is pretty much limited to one billboard 

and a whole lot of word of mouth.  We do cooperate from time to time with like-minded organizations such as 

Healing Waters and others. We plan to keep it that way.   

 

Recipients are, of course, what this whole effort is about…the wounded warriors and 

young children who will become part of the development process and ultimately team 

with a K9CMT service dog. There are some important considerations at hand. The 

selection process requires careful assessment of the potential recipient. Our 

obligations are very real.  We need to feel comfortable that the recipient will, in all 

likelihood, benefit from the dog’s assistance and, 

importantly, has the desire and capability to care for and 

nurture the animal.   

We don’t just put pups and people together and send 

them on their way. The wounded warrior population we 

serve consists of veterans whose devotion to this country 

has left them injured in ways that may not be visible.  Post Traumatic Stress Disorder 

(PTSD) and Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) are potentially lifelong barriers to reintegrating 
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into society…to having a normal life.  For a family raising a child with autism the 

challenges are equally daunting.  In light of this we take a holistic approach.  We call it 

the K9CMT “Experience.” 

When the recipients and their immediate families arrive in the Phillipsburg area we 

greet them, settle them into lodging and provide for their meals and entertainment. 

Importantly, we go well beyond the mechanics of training, we’re looking to place them 

in an environment where they can shed their fears and insecurities…a place where 

they can once again experience the everyday joys of life that you and I take for 

granted.  We’re able to do this because Montana land owners grant us access to fish and hunt…because 

professional guides donate time and equipment to insure every outing is a success.  By the way, this experience is 

provided to them free. 

As I mentioned earlier, 2015 was a banner year for K9CMT, but so much remains to be done. I’m going to risk 

sounding a little like a politician because I’ve got a “laundry list” or a “To-do” list if that sounds better.  Here are our 

goals for 2016: 

 

 Solidly and build on our 2015 successes.  To do that, we must continue to expand our outreach to entities, 

businesses and individuals who are looking for a venue within which their contributions make a direct and 

discernible difference in people’s lives. 

 Improve our facilities. I have struggled for a couple of years now to bring the resources together to buy a few 

acres and build a first rate kennel for our dogs. I am hopeful that 2016 will be the year that 

we launch this project.  I’ve attached a drawing of the facility which is functionally efficient; 

allows for enhanced care; and, will permit us to show case our dogs in residence. 

 Develop a steady state breeding program. We’ll need to acquire a couple of top females 

from leading lines here in the states. Knowing this day would come, I’ve have set aside 4 

vials of viable sperm which has been cryogenically frozen in hopes extending this wonderful 

line.     

 Help more people. This is after all why K9CMT exists. We are; however, at a point of 

tension.  When we spend money on much needed equipment and facilities that’s money we don’t have to 

spend on a warrior or a child.  Still, without the investment, there are real limits to how much we can do. With 

Storm’s pending delivery there will be more than 30 dogs at various stages in the mix. The kennel facility is 

desperately needed and so is a large multi-dog trailer. We’ll just have to work harder on fund raising, containing 

expenses and prioritizing our investments because we want to continue to touch as many lives as we possibly 

can. 
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Finally, to the volunteers, the businesses and the donors…Thank you. Thank you for caring and thank you for shar-

ing. Thank you for making the K9 Care Montana magic possible.  With your continued support we are making a 

difference. 

 

 

David W. Riggs 

Founder and CEO 

K9 Care Montana, INC 

 

Attachments: 

 Profit and Loss Statement 

 Kennel sketch 


